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WELCOME TO IFQ 

Welcome to the Individual Fishing Quota (IFQ) online system. This guide shows you how to do the following: 

• Use the IFQ system as a quota share (QS) account holder or vessel account (VA) owner. 

• View system messages, QS percentages per species and equivalent Quota Pounds (QP) for all QS permit holders, vessel 
account (VA) quota pound (QP) balances and transfers limits for all vessels, and a quota share calculator to estimate QS 
percentages for equivalent QP (and vice versa) before you log on to the IFQ system. This allows you to search for sector 
individual quota share (QS) %, and vessel names, owners, quota pound (QP) balances, and QP limits. 

• Confirm surplus carryover and tribal reapportionment QP (VA only). 

• Initiate, accept, decline, and retract QS and QP transfers.  

• Review your IFQ catch data (VA owners). 

• Check your QS and VA renewal status. 

• Change your password. 

SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS 

The IFQ online application requires the Adobe Flash Player browser plug-in, which may already be installed on your computer. 
Your web browser (Internet Explorer, Mac Safari, Firefox, etc.) will prompt you if you need to install or upgrade the Flash plug-in. 
You can download it from the Adobe website at http://get.adobe.com/flashplayer/. 

Appendix C shows the prompt to install Adobe Flash Player if you attempt to run the IFQ application without the Flash 
application.  

Supported Web Browsers 

Platform  Browser  

Windows  Internet Explorer , Firefox, Chrome, Safari, Opera, AOL 

Macintosh - OS X  Safari, Firefox, Chrome, Opera, AOL Desktop 

Linux  Firefox, Chrome, SeaMonkey  

If you have any questions regarding Flash, go to the Adobe Flash Player website for a complete list of system requirements. 

Note: if you are having problems displaying popups on Google Chrome, please see Appendix D: Troubleshooting Display Problem 
with Popups Using Google Chrome. 

GETTING HELP 

Pacific Coast Groundfish IFQ Support 

Fisheries Permit Office 

Phone: 206-526-4353 

Fax: 206-526-4461 

Email: sarah.towne@noaa.gov or kevin.ford@noaa.gov 

http://get.adobe.com/flashplayer/
http://www.adobe.com/products/flashplayer/systemreqs/
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HOW TO ACCESS THE IFQ SYSTEM 

The online IFQ system can be accessed from the NOAA Fisheries West Coast Regional Office (WCR) website: 

http://www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov 

This displays the home page (below). Click Log into my IFQ account (lower left): 

 

 
  

http://www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/
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You can also click Fisheries -> Groundfish Trawl Catch Share Program (middle left): 

 
 

Click IFQ Account Login (in red, below), and you are directed to the IFQ home page. 

 



Last doc update: 10/2/2015  7/46 
IFQ 2.4.2  IFQ User Help Guide.docx  

HOME PAGE 

  

The IFQ home page displays the Quota 
Year, IFQ Species, Sector QP, Catch to Date, 
Carryover QP, and QP Remaining.  

Click All Messages (upper left) to display 
general messages for all account holders 
and the public. 

Click Quota Share Account Balance to 
display the QS permit, permit owner, IFQ 
species, QS %, allocated QP, and current QP 
balance. 

Click Vessel Account Balance to display the 
vessel name, owner, IFQ species, current 
QP balance, and QP limit to transfer. 

Click Quota Share Calculator to help QS 
permit owners estimate the current year 
quota pounds (QP) associated with QS 
percentages that they are considering 
trading. 

Click Notices to see all notices from the 
West Coast Regional Office. 

Click Help to view/print this help guide. 

Click Login to access your QS or vessel 
account. 

Click Quota Year to change the year 
displayed. Go and Reset are used with 
Quota Year. 

Click Vessel Limits to display annual and 
daily QP limit amounts. 

Click the EXCEL button to download a 
comma-separated values (csv) file of the 
data displayed. 

 

http://www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/publications/fishery_management/groundfish/public_notices/recent_public_notices.html
https://www.webapps.nwfsc.noaa.gov/ifq
http://www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/publications/fishery_management/groundfish/vessel-limits.pdf
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QUOTA SHARE ACCOUNT BALANCE (PUBLIC PAGE) 

 

The Quota Share Account Balance 
public page shows the quota year, QS 
permit number, QS permit owner, IFQ 
species, QS percent, allocated QP, 
current QS, and current QP balance. 

The default (top right) view displays all 
permit owners and species. Enter a 
permit owner and/or species name to 
focus your search.  

For example (below right), select 
Quota-Share Owner Company 85 as 
the permit owner, click Search, and all 
the IFQ species, associated QS %, 
allocated QP, and QP balance are 
displayed for Quota Share Owner 
Company 85. Note you can click Clear 
All Filters to reset the search. 

You can also enter the species name 
(e.g., Arrowtooth) to search for all QS 
percentages for Arrowtooth for all 
accounts. 

You can also click the EXCEL button to 
download a comma-separated values 
(csv) file of this page. 
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VESSEL ACCOUNT BALANCE (PUBLIC PAGE) 

 
The Vessel Account Balance public 
page for IFQ shows the quota year, 
vessel, vessel owner, IFQ species, QP 
balance, and QP limit to transfer in. 
 
The default (top right) view displays all 
vessels and species. Select a vessel 
name and/or vessel owner from the 
drop-down box, and/or species name 
to focus your search. Click Search to 
initiate the search, or Clear All Filters 
to erase and start a new search. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For example (below right), select 10 
Vessel Demo as the vessel name and 
click Search. The display shows all QP 
balances and QP limit to transfer in for 
all species for 10 Vessel Demo. Note all 
matches of ‘10’ are included in the 
result, since this is a stem search. 
 
You can also click the EXCEL button to 
download a comma-separated values 
(csv) file of this page. 
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QUOTA SHARE CALCULATOR (PUBLIC PAGE) 

The Quota Share Calculator public 
page for IFQ shows the quota year, IFQ 
species, sector quota pounds, QS 
percentage, and QP amount. 
 
For any/all species, click on the QS 
Percentage column, and then enter a 
percentage. The equivalent QP 
Amount will display in the far right 
column. You can also enter pounds in 
the QP Amount column, and the 
equivalent QS Percentage is displayed. 
This allows users to estimate QS % and 
equivalent quota pounds (or vice versa) 
before a QS trade has been initiated. 
 
Click Vessel Limits to view the 
Shorebased Trawl Vessel Limits for 
daily, annual, and non-whiting total 
limits. Note these vessel limits can 
change between the initial and final 
allocations. 
 
Click Accumulation Limits to view the 
QS % limit per species and for the 
aggregate non-whiting % allowed by 
the IFQ system. QS % transfers are 
checked against these individual 
species and aggregate limits before QS 
% transfers are allowed. 
 
You can also click the EXCEL button to 
download a comma-separated values 
(csv) file of this page. 

 

 

 

http://www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/publications/fishery_management/groundfish/vessel-limits.pdf
http://www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/publications/fishery_management/trawl_program/accumulation-limits.pdf
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LOG ON 

Enter the User ID and initial password 
sent to you from the West Coast 
Region Permits Office. 
 
Use the scroll bar to read the terms of 
use, check Accept Terms of Use box, 
and click the Login button. 
 

Note: If You lose/forget your user 
ID and/or password, you must call 
the NWR Office at 206.526.4353. 

 

CHANGE YOUR PASSWORD 

At your initial logon, you are 
prompted to change your 
password, and you must answer 
two of six secret questions. The 
password must meet the following 
criteria: 

• Contain no spaces 

• 12 character (minimum) 
length 

• Have at least three of the 
following four character types:  

 

1. Lowercase letter, 

2. Uppercase letter, 

3. Number, and  

4. Special characters: 

             ! @ # $ % ^ &  

             * + = ( ) . ` ~ _ - 

 

Note: Your password must be 
reset every 180 days (six 
months). If your password has 
not been changed in that six 
month time period, you will be 
taken to the change password 
page on your next log on. 

 
 

Click the drop-downs to select two secret questions, and type in the answers. These 
answers are used to verify your identity in case you forget your password.  

Enter an e-mail address (if you have one), and then click Continue (bottom right in the 
screenshot above) to save your account credentials. You will need to login again with your 
new password. Click Cancel to lose all changes. 
 

Please keep your user ID, password, and answers to the secret questions in a safe place. If 
you lose this information, it may take several days for NMFS to send a temporary 
password. 
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QS ACCOUNTS: QS ACCOUNT BALANCE 

Account Balance -> QP Balance Summary 

After logging on, QS users see this page. 
Vessel account users see the VA Account 
Balance page (p. 30). 

This Quota Share (QS) Account Balance 
Summary, with the default QP Balance 
Summary page displaying the following 
columns: 

• Quota year 
• IFQ species 
• Sector QP (entire fishery) 
• Your individual QS % (by species) 
• Allocated QP (which includes any NWR 

administrative adjustments) 
• Adaptive Management Program (AMP) 

pounds, an administrative adjustment 
• Total QP 
• QP transferred out 
• QP pending outgoing transfers, and 
• QP available for transfers. 
 
Click Quota Year to change the year 
displayed. Go and Reset are used with Quota 
Year. 

Click Vessel Limits to view the Shorebased 
Trawl Vessel Limits for daily, annual, and 
non-whiting total limits. Note these vessel 
limits can change between the initial and 
final allocations. 

Click the EXCEL button to download an MS 
Excel file (CSV format) of your QS account 
balance summary. 

Note: Hover your mouse over any column 
heading to display tooltips. 

 

 

 

Note: If you click Help and nothing is displayed, check the top of your 
browser for this message: 

 

Right-click in the same line as the pop-up blocked message and select 
Always Allow Pop-ups From This Site. 

 

http://www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/publications/fishery_management/groundfish/vessel-limits.pdf
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IFQ DATA DISPLAYS 

Quota share and vessel account data are generally displayed in tables. A scroll bar appears on a table’s right side when all data 
does not fit within the table length. Click and drag the scroll bar button to view overflow rows. Some web browsers support 
additional user adjustments:  

• Sort a column: Click the column header. Clicking it again reverses the sort. 
• Move a column: Click a column, and drag it left or right. 

Some PC versions/browsers support adjusting column width by clicking and dragging the divider between headings. 

 

QS ACCOUNTS: QP TRANSFER SUMMARY 

Account Balance -> QP Transfer 
Summary 

Click the QP Transfer Summary tab 
to display all transfer actions 
(accepted, declined, pending, 
retracted, or expired). Note that QP 
transfers can only go to vessel 
accounts (VA).  

Click a row (right) to highlight 
details of a QP transfer action 
(status, vessel name/owner/ID, QP, 
cost, data initiated, etc.). 

For example, the highlighted 
transfer to the 1 Vessel Demo 
account shows 100 lbs. of Canary 
rockfish at $10/lb. This transfer is 
pending.  
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QS ACCOUNTS: QS BALANCE SUMMARY 

 

Account Balance -> QS Balance Summary 

This page shows the QS percentage 
balances (including QS percentage 
transferred in/out, pending 
incoming/outgoing, and QS percentage 
available for transfer) by IFQ species. 
Trading of QS percentages was 
implemented for QS accounts on January 
1, 2014, allowing QS account owners to 
perform trades by cash sale, barter, cash 
sale and barter, self-trade, or other form 
of trade.  

For any outgoing QS percentage transfer 
to another QS account, the IFQ system 
checks against accumulation limits by 
species and total non-whiting 
accumulation limit. These accumulation 
limits are found in 50 CFR 660.140, the 
Shorebased Trawl Program. 

QS percentage transfers can be completed 
in the Initiate Transfer page, where you 
can transfer QP to a vessel account, or a 
QS % trade to another QS account. 

 

http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=1&SID=26d60e13c4ec755daff99cc48e7fd504&ty=HTML&h=L&r=PART&n=50y13.0.1.1.1%2350:13.0.1.1.1.4.1.10
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QS ACCOUNTS: QS TRANSFER SUMMARY 

 

Account Balance -> QS Transfer Summary 

This page shows a summary of the QS 
transfers, including pending, accepted, 
declined, retracted, and expired.  

In the highlighted example, the QS account 
QSDEMO103 accepted a QS transfer of 2% 
of Dover sole for $1 from QS account 
QSDEMO98. The details of the transfer, 
including transfer type (e.g., cash sale), 
to/from QS owner, total monetary, date 
initialized/expired/completed, and 
transaction ID.  

The box below includes IFQ species, QS %, 
and QS price involved with the transfer.  

You can view the details of any QS transfer 
in this section.   

Click Excel or View PDF (highlighted in red 
at the right) to view/print the information 
for the transfer in an Excel or pdf file, 
respectively. 
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QS ACCOUNTS: INITIATE QP TRANSFERS  

Initiate Transfers -> Initiate QP Transfers 

1. Click the Select Quota Pound Type drop-
down menu, and choose a type: for 
example, “Tribal Reapportionment QP 
Transfer.” 

2. Check the Available QP for a species, 
and enter the amount to be transferred in 
the Transfer QP column. If you are selling 
QP on a price/lb. basis, enter this value in 
the Price/Lb. column. The Value = Price x 
Pounds column automatically calculates 
the value of the species transfer. 

3. Select the type of transaction (Cash Sale, 
Barter, Cash and Barter, Self-Trade, or 
Other) by selecting one of the radio 
buttons. 

4. Enter the total monetary compensation 
you are receiving for the QP transferred in 
the Total Monetary Compensation box. 

Note: This is a required field. If you are 
not receiving any monetary 
compensation for the transfer, you 
must still enter 0. 

If you are receiving something in trade for 
the transferred QP (e.g., QP of other 
species), select Barter, and describe in 
detail the items you are receiving in the 
List in Detail All Non-Monetary 
Compensation for the Transfer box. If this 
is an internal personal or company trade, 
select Self Trade. If this is some other type 
of transfer (e.g., a gift), select Other.  

5. Click Find Vessels to display a list of 
vessels eligible to accept the transfer. Use 
the Search to find specific vessel names, 
vessel owners, or vessel ID. In the example 
(right), entering “1000” (without quote 
marks) returned all eligible vessels with 
“1000” in the vessel name. 

6. Enter the number of days the transfer 
remains active in the Transfer will expire 
in [XX] days (max 14). You can retract this 
transfer at any time if the transferee has 
not taken action (accepted/declined) on 
the transfer. 
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7. Click Next. 

8. Check the details of this transfer. If the 
information is correct, click Confirm. To 
make changes, click Cancel to return to 
the previous page and make the necessary 
corrections.  

9. Clicking Confirm changes the QP status 
from Available to Pending, and generates 
the confirmation message shown below. 

Note: a transfer of QP to a vessel 
account is not complete until the 
vessel owner accepts the transfer in 
his/her vessel account. 

 

10. This is the Quota Pounds Transfer 
Confirmation page, which includes the 
confirmation code for your records. 

Click Close to close the box, or Print to 
send to your printer.  

 



 
18/46  Last doc update: 10/2/2015 
 IFQ User Help Guide.docx IFQ 2.4.2 

QS ACCOUNTS: INITIATE QS TRANSFERS 

Initiate Transfers -> Initiate QS Transfers 

1. Check the Available QS% for a species, 
and enter the amount (in percent) to be 
transferred in the Transfer QS% column. 
Enter a value for the QS% transfer in the 
QS Price column.  

2. Select the type of transaction (Cash Sale, 
Barter, Cash and Barter, Self-Trade, or 
Other) by selecting one of the radio 
buttons. 

3. Enter the total monetary compensation 
you are receiving for the QP transferred in 
the Total Monetary Compensation box. 

Note: This is a required field If you are 
not receiving any monetary 
compensation for the transfer, you 
must still enter 0. 

If you are receiving something in trade for 
the transferred QP (e.g., QP of other 
species), select Barter, and describe in 
detail the items you are receiving in the 
List in Detail All Non-Monetary 
Compensation for the Transfer box. If this 
is an internal personal or company trade, 
select Self Trade. If this is some other type 
of transfer (e.g., a gift), select Other.  

4. Click Find QS Owners to display a list of 
QS accounts eligible to accept the transfer. 
Use the Search to find specific vessel 
names, vessel owners, or vessel ID. In the 
example (right), entering “10” (without 
quote marks) returned all eligible QS 
accounts with “10” in the QS account 
name. 

5. Enter the number of days the transfer 
remains active in the Transfer will expire 
in [XX] days (max 14). You can retract this 
transfer at any time if the transferee has 
not taken action (accepted/declined) on 
the transfer. 

6. Click Next. 
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7. The Quota Share Transfer Notice is 
displayed, to ensure the QS owner that 
the transfer is permanent. The QS transfer 
affects the allocated amount of QP for the 
following year. 

Check I have read and understand the 
above notice, and click Next to proceed, 
or Cancel. 

 

8. Check the details of this transfer. If the 
information is correct, click Confirm. To 
make changes, click Cancel to return to 
the previous page and make the necessary 
corrections.  

9. Clicking Confirm changes the QS % 
status from Available to Pending, and 
generates the screen on the next page. 

Note: a transfer of QS% to a vessel 
account is not complete until the 
vessel owner accepts the transfer in 
his/her vessel account. 
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10. This is the Quota Share Transfer 
Confirmation page, which includes the 
confirmation code for your records. 

Click Close to close the box, or Print to 
send to your printer.  
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QS ACCOUNTS: PENDING TRANSFERS 

Pending Transfers -> Pending 
Outgoing QP Transfers 

The Pending Outgoing QP 
Transfers page displays the 
status of outgoing QP transfers 
initiated by your QS account. 
Click any row in the table to 
view details of the pending 
transfer by IFQ species 
(displayed in the box below). 

To cancel a pending QP 
outgoing transfer, select it and 
click the Retract Transfer 
button (lower left, in red). 

You can retract any transfer 
until the expiration date 
(established in the transfer) 
has passed, or the transferee 
accepts/declines the transfer. 

 

 

Pending Transfers -> Pending 
Incoming QS Transfers 

The Pending Incoming QS 
Transfers page displays the 
status of incoming QS transfers 
initiated by another QS 
account. Click any row in the 
table to view details of the 
pending transfer by IFQ 
species (displayed in the box 
below). 

To accept a pending incoming 
QS transfer, select it and click 
Accept Transfer button (lower 
left). To decline, click Decline 
Transfer. 

You can accept/decline any 
transfer until the expiration 
date (established in the 
transfer) has passed, or the 
transferor retracts the 
transfer. 
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Pending Transfers -> Pending 
Outgoing QS Transfers 

The Pending Outgoing QS 
Transfers page displays the 
status of outgoing QS transfers 
to another QS account 
awaiting action. Click any row 
in the table to view details of 
the pending QS transfers by 
IFQ species (displayed in the 
box below). 

To cancel a pending QS 
outgoing transfer, select it and 
click the Retract Transfer 
button (lower left, in red). 
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QS PERMIT AND ACCOUNT RENEWALS 

 

The Quota Share Permit and Account 
Renewal page allows you to renew your QS 
account between October 1 and November 
30 each year. You must renew your QS 
permit and QS account each year by 
November 30 to be eligible to receive QP 
the following year. A reminder letter is 
sent to you in September each year from 
the NWR Permits Office by regular mail.  

1. Read the instructions, scroll to the 
bottom of the page, and click Start 
Renewal.  

Notes: The example shown is the 
entirety of the first page, but you must 
use your scroll bar to see the Account 
Renewal button. 

Adobe Reader is required to complete 
the renewal process. Click the link to 
install Adobe Reader. 
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2. Contact Information is displayed. If the 
information displayed is correct, check the 
box below to confirm the accuracy, and 
click Continue. Don’t forget to scroll down 
to see the Edit button. 

Note: If at any time you select Exit 
during the renewal process, the system 
will not save your progress, and you 
will need to begin the renewal process 
again. 

 

If the information is not correct, click Edit. 

The information can now be edited, and 
you can correct any of the fields. Click Save 
to confirm your edits or Cancel to revert 
them.  

When complete, check the box, and click 
Continue.  
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3. The Trawl Identification of Ownership 
Interest form is displayed, with the QS 
permit and owner shown. Note that 
none of this information can be edited. 

You must review the ownership 
information that the NWR Permits 
Office has on record by clicking 
Ownership Interest Form to download 
a PDF. 

If the information presented in the PDF 
is correct, click Correct Ownership 
Interest Form, No Corrections Needed. 

If there are corrections needed, click 
Incomplete or Incorrect Ownership 
Interest Form, Additional Information 
or Corrections Necessary. This will 
notify the NWR Permits Office that the 
information on record is not correct. 
You must submit an ownership interest 
form with the correct information to 
the Permits Office. 

Check the box to confirm you have 
reviewed the information, and click 
Continue or Exit. 

Note: You must click the link (circled in 
red) to review the information. You 
cannot continue unless you open the 
form. 
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4. The Small Business Certification form 
requires QS permit owner to indicate if 
they are a small business (according to the 
definition outlined). 

Click Yes or No to the question, and click 
the checkbox to confirm you have 
reviewed the information. Click Continue 
or Exit.  

Note: none of the information on this 
page can be edited. 
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5. The Renewal Certification page requires 
the user to enter the name of QS owner or 
authorized representative, and to attest 
the named QS owner or authorized 
representative to the renewal certification 
statement. 

Review the information, check the box, 
and click Certify and Continue or Exit. 

 

6. The Renewal Submission Confirmation 
page confirms that your renewal request 
has been submitted. The NWR Permits 
Office will review your renewal request 
and notify you as to the status of your 
request via certified mail. 

Click Continue.  
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7. The Renewal Status page 
displays the status of your 
submission, and if any more 
information is required. 

Click Blank Ownership Interest 
Form to open and print a new 
ownership interest form to 
submit. 

Click Existing Ownership Interest 
Form (Click Here) – Enable 
Popups to view and print your 
existing ownership interest form. 

Click Close to complete the 
renewal process.  
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QS MESSAGES 

The Messages page displays 
activity in your QS account, 
including 
pending/retracted/declined/ 
accepted/expired transfers for the 
last 100 days. Click any column 
header to perform a sort. 

 

 

CHANGE PASSWORD 

See the Change your password section earlier in this document.  
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VESSEL ACCOUNTS: VA ACCOUNT BALANCE 

Account Balance -> VA Balance 

 

The Vessel Account (VA) Balance Summary 
displays QP balances for your vessel 
account, including quota year, IFQ species, 
QP transferred in/out, prior year deficit 
carryover, catch to date, pending QP 
transfer incoming/outgoing, other QP 
balance, current year QP balance, and 
available QP balance. 

Note: you will need your vessel account 
number when you land your IFQ species 
to create an electronic fish ticket. 

Any IFQ species appearing in red is in 
deficit. You have 30 days to cure the deficit 
by transferring QP. 

 

Note: Hover your mouse over any 
column heading to display tooltips. 

Click Quota Year to change the year 
displayed. Go and Reset are used with 
Quota Year. 

Click Vessel Limits to view the Shorebased 
Trawl Vessel Limits for daily, annual, and 
non-whiting total limits. Note these vessel 
limits can change between the initial and 
final allocations. 

Click the EXCEL button to download an MS 
Excel file (CSV format) of your QS account 
balance summary. 

 

 

http://www.nwr.noaa.gov/Groundfish-Halibut/Groundfish-Fishery-Management/Trawl-Program/upload/vessel-limits.pdf
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VESSEL ACCOUNTS: TRANSFER SUMMARY 

Account Balance -> Transfer Summary 

 

Click the Transfer Summary tab to display 
all transfer actions (accepted, declined, 
pending, or retracted) in your vessel 
account. 

Note: Administrative actions (e.g., 
carryover QP) will appear if credited in 
a given year. 

Select a row to view details of a transfer 
action (IFQ species, QP involved in transfer, 
and price per pound). These details are 
displayed in the box below. 

For example, the highlighted transfer to 
the IFQ Vessel Owner 103 account shows 
1000 lbs. of Arrowtooth flounder at 
$5.25/lb. This transfer was accepted by this 
vessel, and so this vessel account was 
debited. 
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VESSEL ACCOUNTS: CATCH DATA – BY TRIP 

Catch Data -> By Trip 

 

Click the Catch Data tab, and the By Trip 
page is displayed by default. This allows 
you to view your landings by trip, 
displaying landing date, original/latest 
processed date, fish ticket number, first 
receiver/catch monitor QP reported, 
landing amount, observer discards, and 
total catch debited. 

Select a landing date, and the middle 
section and below are populated with 
details. 

In the lower section, there are three tabs: 
Summary, Current Details, and Historical 
Details. Each provides specific information 
for the catch data. 

Click the EXCEL button to download an MS 
Excel file (CSV format) of your catch data 
by trip, or click the EXCEL button (near 
bottom) to download an MS Excel file 
(CSV)  of the Summary, Current Details, or 
Historical Details pages. 
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VESSEL ACCOUNTS: CATCH DATA – BY IFQ SPECIES 

Catch Data -> By IFQ Species 

 

Click the Catch Data tab, and select 
the By IFQ Species tab.  

The Catch Data by IFQ Species page 
allows you to view your landings by 
IFQ species, displaying fish ticket 
number, first receiver/catch monitor 
QP reported, observer discards, and 
other landing details. 

The default displays all IFQ species. To 
display information only for one 
species, click the drop-down (All, near 
upper left), select an individual 
species to view, select a quota year, 
and click Go.  

 

Example: Click the All drop-down, and 
select Dover Sole. This allows you to 
view your landings for this species, 
displaying fish ticket number, first 
receiver/catch monitor QP reported, 
observer discards, and total catch. 
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VESSEL ACCOUNTS: INITIATE QP TRANSFERS 

Initiate Transfers 

 

1. Select the type of transfer you wish to 
initiate – Current Year QP Transfer 
(default), Other QP Transfer, or Select 
Quota Pound Type. 

2. Check the Available QP for a species, and 
enter the amount to be transferred in the 
Transfer QP column. If you are selling QP as 
price/lb., enter this value in the Price/Lb. 
column. The Value = Price x Pounds column 
calculates the value of the transfer.  

3. Select the type of transaction (Cash Sale, 
Barter, Cash and Barter, Self-Trade, or 
Other) by clicking a radio button.  

4. Enter the total monetary compensation 
you are receiving for the QP transferred in 
Total Monetary Compensation. 

Note: This is a required field. Enter the 
amount of compensation to complete 
the transaction. If you are not receiving 
monetary compensation for the 
transfer, enter 0.  

5. Click Find Vessels to display a list of 
vessels eligible to accept the transfer. Use 
the Search to find specific vessel names, 
vessel owners, or vessel ID. In the example 
(above), “10” (without quote marks) 
returns all matches containing the number 
10. Select the vessel name. 

6. Enter the number of days the transfer 
remains active in the Transfer will expire in 
[XX] days (max 14). You can retract this 
transfer if the transferee has not taken 
action (accepted or declined) on the 
transfer. 

7. Click Next. 
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8. If this transfer information is correct, click 
Confirm. To make changes, click Cancel to 
return to the previous page and make the 
necessary corrections.  

Clicking Confirm moves the QP from 
Available to Pending, and generates the 
screen on the next page. 

 

9. This is the Quota Pounds Transfer 
Confirmation box, which includes the 
confirmation code for your records.  

Click Close to close the box, or Print to send 
to your printer. 
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VESSEL ACCOUNTS: PENDING QP TRANSFERS 

Pending Transfers -> Pending Incoming 
Transfers 

 

This page displays transfers offered to this 
account from other QS or vessel accounts. 
Click any row to see the itemized species 
detail in the lower table. 

To accept or reject a transfer, select a row 
and click the Accept Transfer or Decline 
Transfer button at the bottom of the screen. 

 

 

Pending Transfers -> Pending Outgoing 
Transfers 

 

This page displays transfers that this vessel 
account has initiated and awaiting 
acceptance. Click a row to see the itemized 
species detail in the lower table. 

To cancel a pending transfer, select the row 
and click the Retract Transfer button (lower 
left). 
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VESSEL ACCOUNT RENEWALS 

The Vessel Account Renewal page 
allows you to renew your vessel 
account October 1 –November 30 
each year. You must renew your 
vessel account each year by 
November 30 to be able to fish 
the following year, and to be 
eligible for surplus carryover. A 
reminder letter is sent to you in 
September each year from NWR 
by regular mail.  

1. Read the instructions, scroll to 
the bottom of the page, and click 
Start Renewal. 

Notes: The example shown is 
the entirety of the first page, 
but you must use your scroll 
bar to see the Account Renewal 
button. 

Adobe Reader is required to 
complete the renewal process. 
Click the link to install Adobe 
Reader.  
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2. The Contact Information for the vessel 
is displayed. If the information displayed is 
correct, check the box below to confirm 
the accuracy, and then click Continue. 

Note: If at any time you select Exit 
during the renewal process, the system 
will not save your progress, and you 
will need to begin the renewal process 
again. 

If the information is not correct, click Edit. 

The information can now be edited, and 
you can correct any of the fields. Click Save 
to confirm your edits or Cancel to revert 
them.  

When complete, check the box, and click 
Continue. 

 

 

 

 

 



Last doc update: 10/2/2015  39/46 
IFQ 2.4.2  IFQ User Help Guide.docx  

3. The Trawl Identification of Ownership 
Interest form is displayed, with the vessel 
name, vessel registration number, and 
vessel owner name. Note that none of this 
information can be edited.  

You must review the ownership 
information that the NWR Permits Office 
has on record by clicking Ownership 
Interest Form (circled in red) to download 
a PDF). 

If this information is correct, click Correct 
Ownership Interest Form, No Corrections 
Needed. 

If corrections are required, click 
Incomplete or Incorrect Ownership 
Interest Form, Additional Information or 
Corrections Necessary. This will notify the 
NWR Permits Office that the information 
on record is not correct. You must submit 
this information to the Permits Office 
before your permit will be renewed. 

Check the box to confirm you have 
reviewed the information, and click 
Continue or Exit. 

Note: You must click the link (circled in 
red) to review the information. You 
cannot continue unless you open the 
form. 
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4. The Small Business Certification form 
requires the vessel owner to indicate if 
they are a small business (according to the 
definition outlined). 

Click Yes or No to answer the question, 
and click the checkbox to confirm that you 
have reviewed the information. Click 
Continue to go to the next step, or Exit 
to leave the vessel account renewal 
process.  

Note: none of the information on this 
page can be edited. 
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5. The Renewal Certification page requires 
the user to enter the name of vessel owner, 
authorized representative, and to attest the 
named QS owner or authorized representative 
to the renewal certification statement. 

Review the information, check the box, and 
click Certify and Continue or Exit. 

 

 

6. The Renewal Request Submission 
Confirmation page confirms that your 
renewal request has been submitted. The 
NWR Permits Office will review your renewal 
request and notify you as to the status of your 
request via certified mail. 

Click Continue.  
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7. The Renewal Status page displays the 
status of your submission, and if any more 
information is required. 

If you need to update the Ownership 
Interest information that NMFS has on 
record, click Blank Ownership Interest 
Form to open and print a new ownership 
interest form that can be mailed to the 
NWR Permits Office. 

Click Existing Ownership Interest Form 
(Click Here) – Enable Popups to view and 
print your existing ownership interest 
form. 

Click Close to complete the renewal 
process.  

 

 

 

 

 

VESSEL ACCOUNT MESSAGES 
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The Messages page displays activity 
in your vessel account, including 
pending, retracted, declined, 
accepted, expired transfers for the 
last 100 days. Click any column 
header to perform a sort. 
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APPENDIX A: 2014 SHOREBASED TRAWL VESSEL LIMITS 

The latest Shorebased Trawl Vessel Limits are available for download from the website. Note that these numbers are subject to 
change, as an interim allocation is provided first. To find the current allocations, check the following URL: 

http://www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/publications/fishery_management/groundfish/vessel-limits.pdf 

 

  

http://www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/publications/fishery_management/groundfish/vessel-limits.pdf
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APPENDIX B: 2015 ACCUMULATION LIMITS 

The latest Shorebased IFQ Program Accumulation Limits are listed below. Check the following URL for the latest updates: 

http://www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/publications/fishery_management/trawl_program/accumulation-limits.pdf 

QS and IBQ % pending transfers are checked against individual IFQ species and total non-whiting limit (2.7%) before allowing the 
QS or IBQ % transfer to be completed. Note that any sale of QS or IBQ % will not become effective until January 1st of the 
following year, and that the sector allocations are subject to change. 

 

 

http://www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/publications/fishery_management/trawl_program/accumulation-limits.pdf
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APPENDIX C:  EXAMPLE OF ADOBE FLASH PLAYER MISSING 

Sample screen when Adobe Flash Player is missing. 

 

 

APPENDIX D: TROUBLESHOOTING DISPLAY PROBLEM WITH POPUPS USING GOOGLE CHROME 

 

Quota share (QS) and vessel account (VA) renewals do not display popups on the Google Chrome browser. 
Workaround: 

 1. Go to chrome://plugins , and click Details (far right) to expand the list. 

 2. Scroll down to Adobe Flash Player, and click Disable, just below the PepperFlashPlayer.plugin: 

 

 3. Close your browser and reopen it. Popups should now be displayed. Optionally, use Firefox.  

chrome://plugins/
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